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familiar with the dynamics at work on the 
ground. 

In my home state of California, cities such 
as Los Angeles, where my 37th Congressional 
District is located, have struggled with air pol-
lution for decades. 

Thanks to the efforts of state regulatory 
agencies, such as the California Air Re-
sources Board, the region has seen a marked 
improvement in air quality and other environ-
mental indicators. The number of air quality 
alerts has fallen from over 200 per year in the 
1970s to less than 10 per year today. 

For 17 years, the Air Resources Board has 
regulated and monitored oil and gas oper-
ations near my district. The standards they 
employ were developed over nearly 5 decades 
of experience, and, most importantly, they re-
main directly accountable to the people and 
communities of California. 

Mr. Chair, I believe that if a state invests 
time and money towards establishing high 
standards and creating innovative solutions to 
a problem, they ought to enjoy the full support 
of the law. 

I urge my colleagues to support the Capps 
amendment. 
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HONORING U.S. MERCHANT 
MARINE 

HON. TOM REED 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, June 23, 2011 

Mr. REED. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to ac-
knowledge the tremendous work accomplished 
by the U.S. Merchant Marine during World 
War II. 

Those who served on ships in the Merchant 
Marine risked their lives and welfare during 
World War II to protect our country. Like our 
other service members, the Merchant Marine 
members served in both theaters of war. They 
faced enemy fire, floating mines and other 
dangerous conditions. Unfortunately the risks 
faced by these brave men have often been 
forgotten. 

Mr. Speaker, one of my constituents, 
Jacena Brahm, wrote me a letter to tell me 
about her husband, Vernon Lee Brahm, who 
served in the U.S. Merchant Marine. I’m proud 
to recognize Mr. Brahm and all the brave men 
who served in the Merchant Marine during 
World War II. These men committed their lives 
to America’s cause by leaving their families 
and their homes and putting themselves in 
harm’s way to help win the war. I commend 
these brave souls for all that they did to en-
sure our freedom. The Merchant Marine 
helped lead us to victory. 

The sacrifices of our veterans have been 
appreciated throughout the history of our na-
tion, and that demonstration of respect should 
not be denied to those in Merchant Marine 
who also defended our nations’ interests in 
World War II. 
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HONORING JEANETTE SUTHERLIN 

HON. JEFF DENHAM 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, June 23, 2011 

Mr. DENHAM. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
acknowledge and honor Jeanette Sutherlin on 

her retirement from the University of California 
Cooperative Extension; and to thank her for 
her dedicated, lifelong spirit of community 
service. 

Since joining the University of California Co-
operative Extension in 1973, Jeanette has 
been a leading advocate for nutrition and agri-
cultural education, working tirelessly to imple-
ment nutrition education and youth develop-
ment programs throughout Fresno County. 

Jeanette began her career at the University 
of California Cooperative Extension in Fresno 
County as the 4–H Advisor. She later took 
over the role of Nutrition, Family and Con-
sumer Sciences Advisor where she focused 
on providing nutrition education and access to 
healthy nutrition for low-income families in 
Fresno County. In addition, she successfully 
secured more than a half-million dollars in 
grants each year to fund multiple projects re-
lated to nutrition and agricultural education. 

Jeanette’s hard work in the Fresno County 
agriculture industry is deeply valued by those 
who have worked with her. One of Jeanette’s 
main focuses was strengthening a nearly dec-
ade long relationship between the University 
of California Cooperative Extension and the 
Fresno County Farm Bureau. President Brian 
Pacheco commemorated Jeanette’s contribu-
tions to the Fresno County Farm Bureau, stat-
ing, ‘‘Jeanette’s expertise in nutrition edu-
cation, youth development and administration 
has been an asset to the Fresno County Farm 
Bureau, and her services will not be soon for-
gotten.’’ 

Beyond her work at the University of Cali-
fornia Cooperative Extension and Fresno 
County Farm Bureau, Jeanette has volun-
teered much of her time to philanthropic en-
deavors. She currently serves as Chairperson 
of the Board for the Trauma Intervention Pro-
gram, providing emotional aid and practical 
support to victims of traumatic events and 
their families in the hours following a tragedy. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me in honoring 
Jeanette Sutherlin on her retirement and wish-
ing her the best of luck and health in her fu-
ture endeavors. 
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SUPPORT OF A NATIONAL WORLD 
WAR I MEMORIAL 

HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON 
OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 23, 2011 

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, I submit the fol-
lowing: 

Whereas, the year 2014 marks the centen-
nial of World War I, often referred to as the 
‘‘Great War;’’ 

Whereas, the National Mall is home to me-
morials for America’s major 20th century con-
flicts—the World War II Memorial, the Korean 
War Veterans Memorial, and the Vietnam Vet-
erans Memorial, with the exception of a World 
War I Memorial; 

Whereas, the District of Columbia War Me-
morial, managed by the National Park Service, 
was dedicated to the more than 26,000 District 
of Columbia residents who, without a vote in 
Congress, served bravely in World War I, in-
cluding 499 who were killed; 

Whereas, a memorial dedicated to all Amer-
icans who served in World War I should be lo-
cated in our nation’s capital, in a well-traveled 

area commensurate with the importance of 
World War I in the nation’s history; 

Whereas, members of Congress and other 
Americans desire to establish a commission to 
ensure a suitable observance of the World 
War I centennial; 

Whereas, the National Park Service, the Na-
tional Capital Memorial Advisory Commission, 
and the American Battle Monuments Commis-
sion have specifically determined that either 
adding a new National World War I Memorial 
in the vicinity of the District of Columbia War 
Memorial or re-designating the District of Co-
lumbia Memorial as a National World War I 
Memorial would violate the Commemorative 
Works Act: Be it therefore 

Resolved that, the District of Columbia War 
Memorial should remain a memorial dedicated 
solely to the D.C. residents who served in 
World War I; and, be it therefore 

Resolved that, a proper location for a me-
morial dedicated to all Americans who served 
in World War I shall be determined; and, be it 
therefore 

Resolved that, Congress should authorize a 
study or commission to determine a proper lo-
cation for a memorial dedicated to all Ameri-
cans who served in World War I. 
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AMERICA INVENTS ACT 

SPEECH OF 

HON. CHRISTOPHER H. SMITH 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 22, 2011 

The House in Committee of the Whole 
House on the State of the Union had under 
consideration the bill (H.R. 1249) to amend 
title 35, United States Code, to provide for 
patent reform: 

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Madam Chair, 
for over two decades, USPTO has had an in-
ternal policy that human beings at any stage 
of development are not patentable subject 
matter under 35 U.S.C. Section 101. I com-
mend Chairman LAMAR SMITH for including in 
the manager’s amendment to H.R. 1249, the 
America Invents Act, a provision that will cod-
ify an existing pro-life policy rider included in 
the CJS Appropriations bill since FY2004. This 
amendment, commonly known as the Weldon 
amendment, ensures the U.S. Patent and 
Trade Office, USPTO, does not issue patents 
that are directed to or encompassing a human 
organism. 

Codifying the Weldon amendment simply 
continues to put the weight of law behind the 
USPTO policy. 

This amendment and USPTO policy reflect 
a commonsense understanding that no mem-
ber of the human species is an ‘‘invention,’’ or 
property to be licensed for financial gain. Pat-
ents on human organisms commodify life and 
allow profiteers to financially gain from the bi-
ology and life of another human person. 

Codifying a ban on patenting of humans 
would not violate international obligations 
under the TRIPs agreement with the WTO, in 
which member countries can exclude from 
patentability subject matter to prevent com-
mercial exploitation which is ‘‘necessary to 
protect ordre public or morality, [and] to pro-
tect human, animal or plant life.’’ (The Agree-
ment on Trade-Related Aspects of Intellectual 
Property Rights, Article 27, Section 5). 
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